perceived ; where it had, we search for them in vain. It appears impossible, on the simple inspection of this patient, to state that mercury has not exercised a local action, specific and advantageous ; for the patient will not be scarred, and will be speedily convalescent.
In another ward is a patient already convalescent, who has been submitted to the same mercurial treatment, and the desquamation has followed its ordinary course, except on the face, where scales have not formed. In another bed in the same ward is a woman five months and a half advanced in pregnancy, in whom the plaster has entirely averted the eruption from the face : small whitish papula supplying the place of the pustules. Desquamation has not taken place, except on the lips and eyelids, where some pustules appeared ; but the mask of plaster did not extend to these parts. The treatment is well worthy of further trial.
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On the "Employment of large Doses of Tartarised Antimony in the Treatment of Articular Dropsies. By M. Gimelle. M. Gimelle, who some time ago published a series of facts, illustrative of the utility of tartar emetic in hydarthrosis, has continued his observations, and finds that when an articulation is the seat of synovial effusion, the same treatment is the, most effectual for procuring speedy resorption. In twenty-eight cases the emetic tartar was given in increasing doses, commencing with four grains in the twenty-four hours, and increasing two grains daily till the dose was sixteeen, eighteen, or twenty grains per diem, with the invariable effect of determining the resorption of the liquid in a space of time, varying from eight to sixteen days. Of twenty-eight cases of effusion of synovia into articulations, twenty-two had their seat in the knee-joint; three were double, and two were in the shoulder-joint; one was in the elbow, and one in the ancle. All the patients took the emetic tartar in -infusion of linden tree with syrup of poppies. In eighteen the tolerance was established on the first day, in two on the second, and in two on the third. No accident occurred to any of the patients after the tolerance was established. The dose of twenty grains was never exceeded, and in all the cases the effusion was absorbed in the space of eight, ten, or sixteen days? longest period during which the remedy was administered. In twenty-five cases the pain and stiffness felt in the affected articulations diminished at the same time and degree with the effusion, and when the latter had disappeared, the patients could walk as easily as before they were attacked by the disease. In two cases, however, though the liquid disappeared in the ordinary time, the pain remained in one case for a month and in the other for forty days. In one case the remedy was carried to twelve grains without benefit, and as it was one of very old standing, it was thought proper to relinquish the medicine.
We give the following cases, as they are very interesting proofs of the value of the treatment employed. M. Bretonneau first introduced this treatment, and the numerous cures effected by him induced M. Trousseau to employ it, with the effect of saving the patient from a very painful if not dangerous operation. This means is one which appears scarcely rational, as it is well known that spasmodic constrictions of the sphincter play an important part in this disease, and rhatany injected into the rectum is a priori one of the most likely means to augment this constriction. To this M. Trousseau replies, that it matters little whether the remedy be irrational or not, provided it cure the patient. During the month of January, 1839, five patients were thus treated, of whom four were cured. MM. Marjolin, Berard, and Desquibses, have also each cured a patient by the rhatany. Some of the cases are given at length, but we do not think it necessary to detail them.
With regard to the modus operandi of the remedy, M. Trousseau enquires, Do the tannin and gallic acid, so abundant in extract of rhatany, the action of which is so powerfully astringent, force away the blood which accumulates towards the irritated part, and by thus dissipating the inflammatory congestion favour rapid cicatrization? Or does the additional tonicity imparted by this medicine to the sphincter muscles, to the mucous membrane, and the submucous cellular tissue, enable the tissues more effectually to resist the distension caused by the passage of the mass of excrement; so that the wound, no longer enlarged each day, will naturally tend to cicatrize? However this be, M. Trousseau [Jan. thinks that there is some special property in rhatany which cures fissures of the anus as quinine cures fever, and mercury and iodine syphilis. He 
